
Former Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center student and mountain 

climber Bo Parfet “stepped up” this summer at the Bronson Athletic Club to 

raise funds for three local charities: the Bronson Health Foundation, the  Kala-

mazoo Nature Center and Specialized Language Development Center. He chose 

these charities due to their focus on helping kids overcome obstacles and achieve 

their dreams. 

 

Bo used the StepMill® and Precor™ AMT fitness equipment to simulate a climb 

of Mt. Manaslu in Nepal, which at 26,781 feet (8,163 meters) is the world’s eighth 

tallest mountain. Classified as a professional ski mountaineer, Bo has traveled the 

world while conquering the Seven Summits (the highest mountains on every  

continent).  

 

He plans to climb Mt. Manaslu in September.  Check the SLD Center Facebook 

Page for updates on Bo’s climb as well as details regarding Bo’s upcoming book 

signing event to be held at the Kalamazoo Barnes and Noble in conjunction with 

the SLD Center. 
. 

Making Strides with Our Students 
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The SLD Center wishes Bo all the best as he sets out to conquer Mt. Manaslu.    

Bo is truly an inspiration to the students we serve! 

Kalamazoo Office: 
504 S. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
Phone (269) 345-2661 
Fax (269) 345-5210 
info@sldcenter.org 

 
Grand Rapids Office: 
3056 Walker Ridge Dr. 
NW. Ste. A 
Grand Rapids, MI 49544 
Phone (616) 361-1182 
Fax (616) 361-3648 
info@sldcenter.org 



Doug Hoopingarner Retires after 16 Years  

 Carol McGlinn named Board President of Kalamazoo Schools 

Joining Forces: Links for Learning Golf Outing a Success 
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Specialized Language Development Center and Lake Michigan Academy thank the sponsors and              

participants for making the first annual Links for Learning charity golf outing a success and helping            

to raise over $7,500! 
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Tony Gates and    Our wonderful volunteers and supporters!!! 

Citadel Broadcasting 

 

Your investment has helped individuals who struggle with reading, writing and spelling achieve success! 

S P E C I A L I Z E D  L A N G U A G E  D E V E L O P M E N T  C E N T E R  

 

"Ronald McDonald House Charities seeks, finds, and supports programs that                 

directly improve the health and well-being of children."  They have been helping children 

and providing support to the Grand Rapids and Lansing Ronald McDonald Houses for 

the last twenty years.   
 

Two years ago they added a scholarship program for high school graduating seniors and 

they have awarded twenty needy students with $8,000 each for college expenses.  In     

addition RMHC have provided dollars to help feed children, paid to refurbish residential 

treatment homes for teens, funded equipment for neonatal units in hospitals and child abuse centers, 

paid for educational materials in schools and after school programs, cultural programs, health related 

items and the list goes on and on. 
 

Thank you Ronald McDonald House Charities for your support to the SLD Center through our “Tool 

Box for Success” campaign.  Contact your local SLD office to find out more about how you can get   

involved with the “Tool Box for Success” program. 

Ronald McDonald House Charities Seeks to Help Local Children 

Kalamazoo Executive Director to Serve as School Board President 
Carol McGlinn was unanimously elected President of the Kalamazoo Public School Board of        

Education.  The Specialized Language Development Center is grateful to have such an influential 

community leader directing our organization!  We wish Carol all the best in her additional role. 

“The more children we can help the better and health related grants are high on our list for giving.  If a child 

isn't healthy nothing else can compare…”~RMHC   



KTLA Save the date!  Thursday, March 10, 2011  

programs on thinking skills for middle school       

students, on reading and writing for elementary 

school students, and on linguistic awareness for 

emergent readers.  Dr. Wolf has published hundreds 

of articles on reading and learning disabilities. 

 

Registration information can be found at 

www.idamib.org.   

The annual International Dyslexia Association fall 

conference will be held at Calvin College in Grand 

Rapids on Saturday, October 9th.  New ways of 

intervention and teaching will be 

the focus of this all-day             

conference.   

 

The keynote speaker will be Dr. 

Maryanne Wolf.  Dr. Maryanne 

Wolf is the Director of the Center 

for Reading and Language Research at Tufts    

University, where she is an Associate Professor of 

Child Development. She is the author of "Proust 

and the Squid" and the editor of “Dyslexia,       

Fluency and the Brain”, and has also written/

designed three empirically proven instructional 

C E L E B R A T I N G  3 6  Y E A R S  P A G E  3  

Grand Rapids to Host International Dyslexia Association Fall Conference 

Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center 

is launching another series of workshops entitled, 

“Engage their Brains!©”.  These community work-

shops provide educators with information on how 

to train the brain.  The Center’s Director of 

Training, Heidi Turchan, will share multisensory 

techniques and learning tools for any curriculum 

using inexpensive material which may already 

exist in the classroom. 

The next workshop will be held Tuesday, October 

5, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Kalamazoo RESA.  

Contact Heidi Turchan at  269-345-2661  or                    

hturchan@sldcenter.org for more information or 

to reserve your spot! 

"Spark! - The Revolutionary NEW Science of Exercise and the Brain."  Participate in this              

exciting community event:  Kalamazoo County CHADD welcomes Dr. John Ratey, Clinical         

Professor of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School, on Saturday, September 25 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

at the Kalamazoo Valley Community College Oshtemo Branch.  The cost is $20 before September 

20th and $35 at the door.  Visit www.kazoochadd.com for more information.   

Kalamazoo CHADD Welcomes Dr. John Ratey 

Saturday, October 9, 2010 

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI  

9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

www.idamib.org  

òEngage Their Brains!© ó 2011 Kathryn Timmer Gala 
Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center is 

pleased to announce the 6th Annual Kathryn Timmer 

Literacy Award Reception (KTLA).  Community 

members, parents, students, and staff will enjoy an 

amazing evening paying tribute to the recipient of the 

Kathryn Timmer Literacy Award.  The recipients are 

determined by their long standing support which has 

been instrumental in the advancement, diversified 

community outreach, and overall success of the      

Center.  The 2011 KTLA recipient will be announced 

in October. 
 

A planning committee is currently being formed.  

Please contact Maura Race at 616-361-1182 to join 

our planning efforts.  We are graciously accepting   

donations for the silent auction and live auction.   

mailto:hturchan@sldcenter.org
http://www.kazoochadd.com/
http://www.idamib.org/


Calendar of Events: 

Kalamazoo CHADD Event:  Saturday, 

September 25, 2010-KVCC 1-4 p.m. 

 

“Engage Their Brains!©”:  Tuesday, 

October 5, 2010 KalamazooñRESA 7-9 

p.m. 

 

International Dyslexia Association 

Fall Conference::  Saturday, October 9, 

2010  Calvin College, Grand Rapids 9a,m,-

4p.m. 

 

KTLA Award Reception: Thursday, 

March 10th, 2011ñDetails to follow! 

¶ We are currently seeking volunteer and paid tutors throughout West Michigan.       

Call the Center for available opportunities.   

 Qualified individuals should have: a high school diploma, a commitment to 

 helping a child, and a minimum of two hours available per week.   

¶ The SLD Center is accepting donations online, secured through PayPal.  

 Consider making a charitable cash donation at www.sldcenter.org.  Simply click  

 òDonateó to make a contribution to the students we serve! 

¶ Spread the word about how the Specialized Language Development Center can 

help individuals struggling to read, write, and spell. 

 Invite a friend to an upcoming òEngage Their Brains©ó community workshop.  See   

 the Calendar of Events for more information.   

Keep in touch with the Specialized Language Development Center. 

1. Visit www.sldcenter.org 

2. Become a FAN of the Specialized Language Development Center on Facebook! 

3. Follow us on Twitter @helpingdyslexia 

4. Tell us about a positive experience with the Center! 
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